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SUMMARY

contains a br ief  descr iPt ion of the
Jet accident at Dunsfold on 2othHg 125 Executive

Novenber 1975.
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1.  Dunsfold AerodroEe

1.2 The hazard of birda vaa appreciated at Dunsfold, (hich had areas of

Long grass a6 a deterrent, a6 wefl as regufar u6e of Bas cannonr

6heLl crackers and broadcast bird di6tres6 caI1s.

Accident at Dunsfold Aerodrone to Hai,ker Siddeley '125-50OB

qgc"t ive Jet,  G-BCUX

2. ClrcuEstances of Accident

2.1 There had been act iv i ty on the aerodrone by a Harr iei  jump-jet

aireiaft and a Hs?48 tvin turbopxop inaediately pr.ior to the

HS125 taking off .  Neither of the HS125 pi l -ots nor the Controf

Tover staff  had obseived any birds l ikely to affect the 125,

however as the aircraft  Etarted i t6 take-off  rol l  tvo witnesses

at different points on the aerodlone observed f1ock6 of birds

rise from the ground in confused fliAht at diffeient places likeLy

to affect the aircraft .  The aircraft  took-off  at  15.11 Gl{T

(surset 16.04) frolr runway 07 carrying 7 passengers and 2 crev,

and l i f ted-off  at  alprox the half-vay point at  122 kts.  At a

height of between 50 and 10o f t ,  af ter undercarr iage had been

retracted, the aircraft  passed throlrgh a f lock of birds, vhich the

pi l ,ot  had seen Just pr ior to i  pactr  with no chanc€ to take

avoiding act ion. Thele vere mult iple str ikes and both engines

surged and coopletely Iost por,er.  The pi lot  (Comnerciaf Pi lotrs

Licence 1'1,843 hours and 1J2? oa H5125),  Landed straight ahead

after EeLectitrg undercarriage and flaps dorn, and the aircraft

touched dorrn approx 18O lletred before the runHay erld at a speed

of approx 120 knots. The aircraft crossed the end of the runi{ay

and continued in a straight IlDe across tvo grass lields and

th:'ough three hedgeE before crossing the A28'1 rnain ioad rhich

1"1 The aerodrone is si tuated in the County of SurreJ applox 20 naut ical

ni les South of l ieathroe Airport .  I t  is a pr ivate aerodrone owned

by the l ' l in istry of Defence, 1ea6ed to and operated by Havker

Siddeley Aviat iot l  a6 a test centre for c iv i l  and ni l i tary aircraft ,

a]rd as such i6 not subject to Civi l  Aviat iod Authori ty Licen6ina

procedures. I t  has a main n)nway A7/25 of 212_ oetre6.



runs North-South about 285 netres froo the end of the run''ay '

The aircraft  croGseal the load at 80 to 90 kts str ik ing a car which

v.as travelt ing south. The car ras demolished al1d the 6 occupants

ki l led instant ly.  The undercarr iSage rdas torn off  the aircraf i

yhich cont inueal on i ts bef ly for a further 150 netres before coning

to !est. Although fire had br:okell out on inpact ',.ith the car' all

n ine occupants of the aircraft  safely evacuated the airc 'af t  before

the f i re 6pread. The airciaf t  i ' ras largely destroyed by f i 'e '

3.  subs€ouent Findinas

J. l  An lnspect ion of the aero' l rone revealed 1'1 dead lapwings (vanel lus

vanel lus) in the area corresponding { i th the inpact '  The average

i{ei8ht of the birds was found to be 250 glis'

, .2 ExaniDat ion of ihe engines revealed traces of bird debrjA in both

engines'  together ui th other debris from the hedges'  The englne6

had not sufleied any major internal danage'

5.t DnirnA the tale-off the landing fi8hts arrd the High Intensitv Strobe

Anti-colLi6ion l ights were ON'
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