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BIRD HAZARD AT BEN-GURION AIRPORT
1. Agat and Sh, Suaretz

General

Isnaels Langest Tnt'l Adrport Lays 4in a nathen moderate and comfortable
weathen negion, which cheats very good conditions foa the development

0f fauna and ffora, both natural and cultivated including binds.

Like othern negions in the country birds of various hinds and species

Live in this area. Among which resident's, wintering and summering ones.
some Live in the negion the whole year and others are winterding, summering

or passding by.

The Binds
A) Winten months {October - April)
Hundreds of thousands of binds of various biotops winter in the countny,
Many of them appear in the ainpont's negion, the most problematic 1o
aviation ane the following:
1) Gulls: mostly black headed gulls (Larus nidibundus), some Hering gulls
(L. angentatus) and black backed gulls {L. fuscus}.
This population sfarts Lo appear in Octoben, their numbers Lnanea5¢ng
within a shont time and reachs some ten of thousands in the area.
Thein activity is mostly evident {n two major ways:
i 1.1 They comute each mosning at suwrise 2o thein feeding sowrces which
i are scatened throughout the neglon and mainly Zo the "Hintia"
ganbage dump Located aboutl 4 bm's west of the ainport on the
prolonged center Line of nunway 12- 30, Many of these gulls continue
thein {Light to the "Modiin" garbage dump Located about 4 km's
east of the ainport and along zhe profonged center Line of runway
08-26. Towanda sunset, the gulls, 4Ly back, more or Less along
the same path to the hoost area on the mediteranean beach.
This daily movement fakes place at an altitude of up to 1000 feel
and in rathen Lange, fLocks numbering hundreds and some Limes
thousands of binds, '
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1.2 Feeding and resting activity dwiing the day hours - in various
pfaces around the airport, but mesily in Hinia - when grom time
to time the gulls fake off and hoover at an altitude of up to
3000 feet, wsdng hot ain "termics oven the §inal approach
flight path of runway 12,

In nainny days when the awwways are wet and bright,Gulls are
expected to fLand fon thein nest on the sunways, They may also
Land on waten reservowrs and pools, on on the fields in the anrea.
Especially attrhactive are fields covered with plastic sheets and
sShaw gLoosy,

2.. Lapwings (Vaneflus vanelfus): The Lapwings nommaly appear in the
aiaport negion in November and scatter in small §Locks in the §ields
afong the ruwmwvays. Cultivated, open §ields or fields covered with
Low vegelaiian are more attractive fon them. Than the Lapwings may
cross the runways on stay close to them including o the night rest.
In the Last few yearns it seems that the number of Lapwings wintferning
in the area has sharply decreased and do no exceed a few hundreds.,

3. Ducks: Tens or even hundreds cf Teals (Anas crecca) and Malfards
(Anas platyhunchos) appear nommaly in October and stay in open
drainage thanches oxr ponds,

Since any suspicious change causes their take off, their movement is
mostly unexpected, In thein fast 4Light they may cross runways, even
those which are rathen fan §rom thein rest places,

4. Passerines: Although the danger from these binds is rathen Limifed,
problems are expected from few kinds which appear in Large §Locks

Like the skylark (Alauda arvensis} the Starling [Sturnus vulgaris) ect.
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5) Sptang month (Manch - Aprdd)

I ks season The mass movemind of migrating biuds fu cxpoeted -
among which some Lange Linds £dihe Peblcans (Felleanwds ovochotales),
Strnoks (Ciconia Cdrondal and vanious Rapfoxs, They wsualy pass in
Lange {focks bul some Ldmes as sdngls alsao,

This movement highly <ncreases (w very rof daus wien The easfody wind
"pushs" the bands westbound and they use fhe hot ain "feamics' to
continue thein glide nonthbound, In these cases the {Light altitudes
may vary faom a few fens up o a few thousands of feet, Some fiocks

of sfoaks and Black kife {Milvus migrams! have discovened Lately the
five ganbege dumps due fo the Large amount of food auaifable.

From £ime fo Lime a Lakge flock of migrnating binds may Lund for noat

;
L

A fledds awnncundding the wouwais,

Ty

Surmer menth (Avsdif - Augesd)

The numbens ¢f birds (n fids sedsos axe nonmafy dmakl fhough The activity
of the resddents end sammerong Biads s veny fufeasdve and coneeted Lo
breeding and neciing thiln odfepnings,

1} Spurn winged plover: [Hoplopferws spdnosist. This popufation 48 rathex
AZable Ain fhe negior but thedh dangen L8 madindy Ln {he Summes 3eaios
sinee they budld Then nests oa the ground <n open §ields and many
Limes close {0 mivways and Lhe new bonn chdclks might watk on ruwuways
sunfaces Leoking for foed with thein parents accempaning Them fon
prRoTectdon,

7] Stone Curlew: (Burhinus cedicnemus), Thedr cehavicwe 48 very sdmilan

o The previous one althougk <t's population {4 rathen smaller and slays
P I P It
duning the summes omfg‘

3V Turdle dover (Streptopeddia funfur), The activity ¢

This bixd 4» evidont

4
I3
L cvern dundng the summon, [£'s danger comes madinly when they {Lu te
. g Ok
and from thein feeding sowrces, This bird cafs seads scatesed in opan
fiedds seme of them aiong the suwminys, o foct widch couses them to

crods Lhe nuaisags dn qLight, Colfaned doves (S, deeaocto) awid

pigeont were ohserved somi fimes,




4) Raptons: The Kestred (Fakeo fénnunculusi i4 zhe most active rapton,
whife at night the Baan 0wl (Tyfo albal is the most active one.
The danger of Rapions fo aircraft is mainly when they thy fo cateh
The offspiings of other binds ox when they Look for voles and othex
smald andimals dn the §4clds close to nunways,

U] Fall month {August - Septembex)

This L8 the great southbound mighation period, which defons from the
spring migraidion {n the combination of specdes, thew numbens, the §Light
i pathes and the amount of time they use o Atay Ln the regdon.
| The numbess cf Raptor is now much greatorn and many wse to fLand {or reost
An the forests and weods sumnounding the ainport,
In these cases Low §light might take place achoos the final approach
§liaht path and on the nuiways.

E] Throughout the year

The bind's xesddents population dunclude many Apecies among which those
atneady meniioned {n the swmmesr seascon and otfhens which do not place
specdal hazards to aviation and fhus nod mentioned.,

1) Chukat Pantridge (Alectonds chukan): This bird Lives in the ainpont

A flocks and famifies counting togathes a gew hundseds and capable
of bawiing many chiaks,

Thein activity Looking for food (which is usualy vegetarian) A4
inormaly by footl and takes pface in the early morning and Late
Afternoon, Wien they do Ly fon some heason they are expected to
chosd utuvays ot an alfitude nol exceeding 30 feet and thus placing
a real hazand to aircraft due to thein nather high wedght,

(500 - 700 gms).

Z) Cattle Egnot - (Bubulous ibis): This bird utes to onoss ok get close
to nunways while §Lying Zo and {rom feeding sounces in §ields,
garbage dumps and othen places where they may find small creatures
and food nemains. They mostly Ly in small §locks on as asdngls,
This mevement which nommaly do not exceed 100 fect gheatly Lacheases
during the bseeding period since one 0f thein prefened nestling places
L5 Lorated a few hilomaterns from the nunwzys,
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3) Hooded Crow {Cotvus corone corndx): The neadident popufation @mounts

4]

Lo about 50 binds and {8 very active in the airpost, wheke they §ind
a nich variety of food, Like nemains of §Light catering which might
§all on Lhe namps, conps of dead binds, hare's carcasses {whieh were
ht by aircraft, Pecan nuts from a Lange plantation adfacent to one
of the rwways, (the binds use to collect the nuts and baing them

Zo the runway in onder to hit and open them fon food,

As part of this activity the crows choss runwas al an altitude of up
Zo 100 feet.

.Eéﬁ%ﬁﬂi {Colwmba Livia/domestical: The Yecal ropulation fnoludes

a few hundreds of binds which use variows instalaiions Like hasgas
and storage hatls forn rest and breeding. They §ind feod An various
places among which {4iefds ofong The nuiwmys especdaly whon they axe
covered with crops Like coxn, beans ok wheat.

Mokre plgecns are added £o this popufation from neax by villiages, thua
creating a rather heavy movement, especialy during the soading and crops
coflecting seassn, over the nwmways at an altitude of wp to 100 feet.
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Ways used fo diminish Binds hazands

A bind strike prevention unit operats on a pesmanent basis and throughout

the yearn at Ben-Guiion Adnport, The unit {8 funded through a bifateral

contract by the Alrponts Authonity and operated by the lshaedi Naturl

Resenves AuthornitysThe unit cofaborats with all the parties concerened

and supervises all othern airports of the Alnports Authority as well.

The basic activities of the unit are the fofluing:

1. Daily inspections of the nwways and the fdelds surrouding them duting
which the binds movements ane observed. Any activity that might
endangen the §Lights 4s reponted fmmidiatly Zo the control towen,

2, Farnmerns cullivating the Land swurounding the nunmays are sdiged on a
conthact with the Ainports Authority.
According Lo this contract they are allowed Zo ghrow only those chops
that ane approved by the Authority as per the undt instruetions,
The daily inspections are wsed Lo control the activity of the farmens
and the ensune that they do adhere o the instruuctions,
The majon element in the decision on the aproval of permitted chops
A8 the avoddance of any kind of food that may atract bixds,

3. When binds which might place any hazarnd to aviation axre cbsesved
various systems are operafed Lmmidintly:
-~ Thansmit of distress calls on othen voices by means o4 a permanent
device installed in the §ields, ox a mobife one from a viehcle.,

- Gas canens o4 different hinds are activated,
- Shedfl chrakerns from a gun on nifle are f§inred,
- Colounred vanes, weathern cochs or small wind mifls are placed,
In those Locations wene the activity of Low §Lying binds is expected

Like chukars which cross the aunways, 3 mefers high nets are placed
along the hunway Lo prevent the §Light across 4it,
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5,

- In open drainage franchs and other places where waten may accunulate
stnings are put overn the water Lo prevent watesfowe from Landing.

- In special cicrumsiances permission are ghanted forn huntens,
who are allowed subfect to the nature preservation Low and unden
supervision fo hunt pantaidges, pigeons and sometimes dueks.

. In the fwo ganbage dumps and especialy in Hirnia special activity takes

place. The most effective tool is a radio contrholled aircradt.
These activities help to prevent the Gulls and Storks from §Lying
overn the final approach of runway 12,

The unit is also engaged in othen activities such as:

- 0f hunted on hid birds are exemined in order io Learn
mone about the binds prefered food,

- Binds nemaing are colfected imridietly after every reported strnike
in onder to Ldentify the bird which caused the stnike,

The unit collects all the refevant data including bind siniks and
observations on which reseanch and many practical conclusions ate based,

From Lime Lo time experiments with new poasiblfe fools are executed such
a8 wires causing electiical shock used to scare pigeons, or the

use of cannon nitting in onden to catch Laxnge numbers of binds in Lheir
concentration sites Like Gulls on Stoxks,

The unit colaborats with various bodies abroad, especialy the B.S.C.E
with which we exchange information, We regularly take part in the
perniodical me tting of the B,S,C.E, a fact that contributes fo our
achievments at the airport,
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AlP ISRAEL

MAIN BIRD CONCENTRATIONS {SUMMER) AGA 6-6-11

TE-aviy

(E;; - Large Concentrations
over larpe aress,

- large Concentratiang
in smal1 aress,

In RULa VALLEY _ Varisug Guillg,

In GOLAw HEICHTS . Varicus Reptora
{mainly Eagles),

In BETH-SHE'an VALLEY - Various
Egrets,

In JECREE;, VALLEY . Various Fegreta,

in AKKZ YALLEY . Egreta t Various
-Wedarg

In the COASTAL PrATN _ Egrets &
Varioug Waders,

In SoRxg VALLEY . Various Waderg,

CAA AA

AMENDMENT No. 14 886
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AP ISRAEL MAIN BIRD CONCENTRATIONS (WINTER) RAC 6-6-10

-

.

WINTER
November - February

LEGEND

;::9 - Larre Concentrations
ot mainly in water
regervoirs.

- large Concentrationsa
{in small areas,mainly
In blocka of fish
ponds,

MATN BIEDS IN ALL CONCENTRATIONS:

Verious Ducks, Gulla, Egrets,Wadere
& SLorks,

In HULA VALLEY - In addition to the
above aleo Pellicana.

In AKK™ VALLEY - In addition to the
Rbave Algo Felilecans.,

In HATFA! CARLEL BRACH) - In additien
%o the sbove mlac FPellicans.

In rainy Winters, when the water
regervoirs in the Negev are full,
many birds of the above specles
are expected to be present.

CAA AA AMENDMENT No. 14 1936
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