
Western Sydney International
(Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport



“This will be Australia’s best airport.
It will set a new benchmark for what Australians will expect when they fly.”

Simon Hickey, CEO
Western Sydney Airport



Western Sydney Airport 

acknowledges and pays respect

to all past, present and future 

traditional owners and Elders.

We pay respect to the continuation

of cultural, spiritual and educational 

practices of all Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander people and 

pay tribute to the Dharug nation, 

the traditional owners of the land on 

which we are building Western Sydney 

International Airport.



Location and Key Facts

M12

• Stage 1 commences operations 
2026 (10MAP)

• Ultimate capacity – 82 MAP

• 24/7 curfew free operations

• Approx 50km Sydney CBD
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Surveys and Annual Reporting

• On Airport
• Off Airport sites (within 14km) including:

• Wetlands
• Landfill
• Country Club
• Ibis Roosts
• Golf Course
• Dam

• Flying Fox Camps (within 19km)



Onsite Landscape Species Assessment 



www.westernsydney.com.au/your-airport/airport-safeguarding-tool

Note: Buffers measured from airport ends, not ARP.



National Airports Safeguarding 
Framework

Objectives:
- improve community amenity by minimising noise sensitive development near airports
- Ensuring aviation safeguarding requirements are recognised in land use planning

• Guideline A: Measures for Managing Impacts of Aircraft Noise
• Guideline B: Managing Risks of Building Windshear and Turbulence at Airports
• Guideline C: Managing Risk of Wildlife Strike
• Guideline D: Managing Risks Associated with Wind Turbines
• Guideline E: Managing Risks of Distractive Lighting in the Vicinity of Airports
• Guideline F: Managing Risks of Intrusion into Protected Airspace
• Guideline G: Protecting Aviation Facilities – Communication, Navigation and Surveillance
• Guideline H: Protecting Strategically Important Helicopter Landing Sites
• Guideline I: Managing the Risks in Public Safety Areas at the end of Runways.

Webpage: www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/aviation/aviation-safety/aviation-environmental-issues/national-airports-
safeguarding-framework



Planning Framework

Webpage: www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-
Areas-and-Precincts/Western-Sydney-Aerotropolis

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority


Western Sydney Aerotropolis 
Plan

• 11,200 ha around WSI
• Contribute up to 200,000 jobs to Western Sydney 

Parkland City
• Staged development 
• Initial precincts 28,000 to 34,000 additional residents
• Planning will:

… ensure an appropriate balance is achieved between 
the need to safeguard the Airport from wildlife strike, 
and delivering the Western Parkland City vision. 

• Includes 3, 8 and 13km wildlife buffers. 



Legislation

www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2020-0545

Note: Buffers measured from airport ends, not ARP.

Clause 21: Wildlife Hazards

- ‘Relevant development’ must be referred to 
WSA within 13km wildlife buffer

- Requires written assessment of risk of 
wildlife to operation of airport

- Requires mitigation
Examples: waste mngt, landscaping, 
fencing, stormwater/water areas.

- Prohibits within 3km wildlife buffer:
livestock processing industries, turf  
farming, waste/resource mngt facilities 



Development Control Plan



Aviation Safeguarding 
Guidelines

Managing the risk of wildlife in the vicinity of airports:

Explains:
- Explains why it is important
- Discusses the risk
- Discusses the SEPP and DCP provisions



Western Sydney International
(Nancy-Bird Walton) Airport

Deanne Frankel
Planning Manager
dfrankel@wsaco.com.au


