
Implementation of the Birds and 
Habitats Directives at European 

Aerodromes
An IMPEL project

Albert de Hoon MSc
World Birdstrike Association – Europe

23 June 2022 - LONDON



IMPEL
• The European Union Network for the 

IM P lementation and Enforcement of 
E nvironmental Law (IMPEL)

• An international non-profit 
organisation of enviro nmental 
autho rities

• Founded in 1 992. Legal seat in 
Brussels; https://www.impel.eu

• 55 members  autho rities  from
36 E uro pean co untries

• > 850 invo lved experts

https://www.impel.eu/


• The objective of IMPEL is to create the necessary impetus to 
make progress on ensuring a more effective implementation 
of environmental legislation.



IM P E L Nature 
Pro tec tio nFocus on practical implementation and

enforcement of European Union Nature 
legislation:

Birds Directive

Habitats Directive



EU Birds and Habitats Directives

• Birds directive (1979) aims to 
protect all European wild birds

• Habitats directive (1992) aims to 
ensure the conservation of flora 
and fauna species by protecting 
their habitats





What is the result of all efforts?



Key pillar of the

EU Green Deal



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/276779968_THE_MULTI-OBJECTIVE_OPTIMIZATION_OF_THE_AIR_TRANSPORTATION_FLEET_STRUCTURE

Aerodromes

https://ourairports.com/



Biodiversity at European aerodromes?
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Biodiversity at European aerodromes?
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flight safety nature 
pro tec tio n

E U  BIRDS DIRE CTIVE

Article 9

1. Member States may derogate from the privisions of Articles 5 to 8, 
where there is no other satisfactory solution, for the following reasons:

(a) – in the interest of public health and safety.

- in the interests of air safety,

Articles to
protect

the birds



Wildlife Hazard Management strategies

HABITAT M AN AGE M E N T (fence -
vegetation – water – infrastructure)

EXPELLING TECHNIQUES

RELOCATE

KILL



Compliance of European aerodromes with the
Birds and Habitats Directives

IMPEL is looking for an overview of:

1. Which species are hazardous for flight safety?
2. Which aerodrome species are not hazardous for flight safety?
3. How often are derogations issued? For which species?
4. What measures have the aerodromes taken prior the

derogations?
5. Which control methods are used for the derogated species?
6. What are the potentials for flora and fauna species within the 

limits of aircraft – wildlife strike prevention?



Work Plan

1. Visiting Aerodromes
2. Visiting departments that issue and oversee the derogations
3. Sending out questionnaires
4. Writing a report with overviews of:

* flora and fauna species and habitats present at aerodromes;
* aircraft – hazardous bird and other animal species;
* number of aircraft – wildlife strikes and incidents;
* number of individuals affected by strikes and derogations;
* aircraft – wildlife strike prevention practices
* potentials for a win – win situation for flora and fauna within the 

limits of aircraft – wildlife strike prevention 



Thank you!
Email: albert.de.hoon@minienw.nl

Website: www.impel.eu

http://www.impel.eu/

