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Alaska Airlines Bird Strike Notes
An Airline Perspective

Spring 2023



6-Year Look at Alaska Air Group Strike Rates per 10k Departures
Snapshot of our overall AAG Bird Strike Dashboard



6-Year Look at Alaska Air Group Strike Rates per 10k Departures
(Orange line derived by using Maintenance Inspection Records)

Notice distinct spring and fall migrations + Covid year 
outliers. April 2023 finished at 48 (previous record was 41)



6-Year Look at Alaska Air Group Strikes per 10k Departures

Ball color is strike rate; ball size is strike count
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6-Year Look at Alaska Air Group Strike Rates per 10k Departures
(All North American Airports with strike rates above AAG average shown here)
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Top 10 AAG Airports by Strike Count

Notes: 
- AAG average rate is 30 strikes per 10k departures
- We have compared with SWA and AA, finding similar 
rates at common airports.
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Top 10 AAG Airports by Strike Rate Per 10k Departures

Top 2 are both in Costa Rica (963 bird species; Many federal restrictions/protections)
Both airports have asked for more help. We visited both before Covid. Should we visit again? 
LIR needs significant airport work to mitigate wildlife; SJO hazards are due to low-income 
areas/slaughterhouses bordering airport.  

SMF - Continues to hold the spot as the top US airport by Strike Rate (Farms around airport; 
Exclusive Waterfowl Hunting Clubs in area). Most of the strikes are off-airport.
2 biologists on staff, efforting 1 more. They could use more staff; USGS study is ongoing. 
Avian Radar was ineffective at SMF. Note huge improvement in 2022 vs Running Rate!

Note that NONE of the top 10 airports by rate are in the top 10 by count. We are more 
aggressive with our AAG pressure on the airports with the higher counts because that is 
where our risk is.
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Alaska Airlines Mobile Pilot Strike Reporting App Update
Here are some samples of what the app looks like. 
Note that we added the super important “phase of flight” info.
If the pilot selects “damage”, it will bring more drop downs out.
There is even a place for the pilot to add photos!
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In summary, our strike levels have stabilized to almost exactly what 
they were in 2019 (Pre-Covid), despite increased wildlife activity at 
airport areas. 
This shows that the airport teams are back up and running at the 
levels they were at before Covid. 

The next big step for us is getting our automatic reporting system in 
place. This will get the critical strike information to the FAA Wildlife 
Strike Database ASAP, and dramatically increase strike reporting.  



Questions?

Thanks so much!

Troy Levanen
Director, Maintenance Operations Safety
Certified Aircraft Accident Investigator
Alaska Air Group 
troy.levanen@alaskaair.com
W 503‐384‐4433
C 360‐904‐7618


