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Prel i r-r inarv works before the opening of MaL'Aoc/Sturup airpor. t
Ior the purpose oJ reducing the r isks of bird str ikes.

by J.  Ka116son and L-C Turesson, Swedish Board oI Civi l  Aviat ion.

Sur:.rrna rv

So.de prel i rninary studies concching bird probleros started alrcady
4 yeais befcre the opening oI the new airport  Matmoe,/Sturup. In the
aut lr tun of l96B a t in-re -1apsc f i l rn was rr ,ade !ror l l  b ird echo studies ol
the radar PPI of the i ! {alr l loe survei l lance radar stat ion. The lol lo iv ing
auturnl1 studies cont inucd with takiqg ser ies of polaroid photograFhs
dut ing sorne part  of  t l ie bird migrat ion period.
As a colnplernent to the radar studies visual observat ions were going
on a few days from about l0 stat ions near the future airport .  The same
kind of act iv i t ies were performed 1970 and the planning of spccial
I ie ld works started up. These f ield works were airncd at reducing the
bird frequency in the airport  area as rnuch as possible, More compre-
hensive migrat ion studies were car i ied out 19?l in co-opelat ion with
thc Swcdish Royal Air  I -orcc and the Ornithological  Society of the
province of Scania. A report  cf  the lat ter studies was given to BSCE at
the ?th. n-]cet ing in London.

At the beginning a! L9' lZ a working programrne for the prorpode o{
reducing the r isks of bird st i ikes was drawn up. (The date Ior opening
of the airport  was f ixed to ist  December l9?Z).  The prograrrrne was
m a d e  u p  b 7  t h L  f o d l o w r n g  i t c m s  :

l .  Ernploi .ment of a biologist  for taking over the main part  ot  the
i n c r e a s i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  w o r k s .

z .

3 .

PIan lor complet ing ot the car l ier f ie ld works based upon a
careful  survey of the airport  area. The works consist  of  drainage
ol pinds, - f in inglo{,hold s,  c\r t t ing of l  t ress and budheB: -  IbiD.r,
addit ion, sorne areas rnu6t be clcaned up ca.reJul ly,  The plan was
presented in the surnrnet oJ 19?Z and part ly executed in the au-

Rescarch with the intent iod of f inding t l le best type oI gr:rss
corl l ,  in re6pect of avoiding bird str ikcs, for Ule Sturup air-
port ,  The sowing was occornpl ishcd in the auturnn of l9?2.
Experi .nental  work of this type is st iU going on with the object
in view oI t ry ing to f ind the best k ind of grass for future airports.

Tests with di l ferent types of scarr ing equipments and methods
have started. Sturup has been suppl ied with distress caU equip-
lnent,  ga6 cannons and bird 6carr ing arnn'runit ion used for 6pecial
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5. Radar observat ions have been done this spr ing fron1 a r l lobi le
equiprrrent near the airport  area with the intent ion of studyi : lg
local and rnigrat ional bird roovernents, Bird height detern: inat ion
have been possible to do with the RHI of the rada..  This kind of
obser:vat ions wi l l  be used as a basic cornponent of bird .  warning
s y s t e m .

6 . The work with the earl ier rnentioned bird intensity lorecasting
system is going on and the intention is to carry out tr ials during
the f irst autunn sea6oa ofStturup airport.


