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Summiry

Reder and visuel observetion of the mass apring migretion

of three species see ducks show,that ebout 300 thousends
thiz birds in peried 15-30 ey flies in West Estonia by the
next weysy 1.Along Vest Estonien coast 2.Tomard north-
east,crossing the land only in teil winé and on big altitu-
de. There ere transmission BIRDTAL between airports Tallin
and Helsginki-Ventas,There mre recommendstion of Interpati-
onal Conference Beltic Birds-5 1o gpread BIRDTAL and to
include other countries end other bird epecies,




As the result of many yeers viscual observetions over the
magss spring migration of mainly three species ¢f sea ducks
{Clangula hyemalis,Melardtte nigrs,Melenitte fueca)at Kuhu-
vain strait from the Puhitu ormithological staticen - it was =zsa-
certain that here up 1o B00 thousands sea ducks are migrating
by waves each year itoward the north end north-northe-west along
Wiestern Estonie sea coast, Ligration is teking place during
15-30 May between 19 o'clock and midnight. Migration proceeded

et low altltude under head snd head-gide winds end &t high
eltitude under tall wind.Simultaneous visual obeerveticns of
migrations at Pubtu and et north-western extremity of Estonie
(Pyezespea cape) have shown thet the mumbers of migretion in
this last place is considerably lower than in tke first place.
This could happen ap e regult of sea ducks nigretion over &
land butl not alongside the sea comst. Radar observaiicn heve
confirmed the mipretion of seas ducks cover m lend tovard the
north-east from the western t¢ the northern seecoast of Esto-
nia under south-western end western winds,The flight over &
land hee proceeded by conmparatively wide front{20-30 km.).The
climbing of altitude end the start of flight cver 1snd has
been noted more often before the sunset. When flying out to
pea efter heving crossed a lend the eltitude of flight is de-
creasing charply end et 30 kn distance from the eecacosst ses
ducks ere coming out of the redar sight.

In puch a way,by forecassiing winé direction it is possib-
le to predict the time,plece,direction end aliitude of the seo-
cuck migration,

Cn the basis of redar end visual observetion menticoned
ebove,end according to recommendation of leacew end Rome mee-
tinges of Bird Strike Committee Burope in 19856-1587 the notifi-
cetion,oimiler to storm one,was trananitted by coded telegrams
(PIRDTAN Yebout peacduck mipgretions within 15-30 Ley period from
eirport Tellin {to airport Helsinki-Vantea, In the sutumn the
BIRDTAL was tranamitied in reverse direction.

11-13.%1.1887 the poviet end finndeh evistion experts and
ornitkologiets discussed the course of these works execuvion.
They ednitted the desirebility to continue thez &rd to moderni-
ze the codes ¢f telegrem iransmission by increasing the mamber
of bird species: in &dédition to mentioned sbove slasc Branta
bernicle,Brente leucopesis,inser elibifrons,Grus grus &nd by
changing some other details of Birdtam telegram. At present
time we are trying 1o expané Birdtarm by sending infomation to
Finlend ebout the stert of mass sutumn sea duck migration from
the White Sen. The recommendation of the Internaticonal Confe-
rence Baltic birds-5(Rige,0ctober 1987) provide for to expand
BIRDTAN ebot meaducks in the spring and in the autumn by inclu-
ding Polend,Bast and Vest Germany,lemmerk end about geese and
craenen migration to add Sweden to these countries.

Thie cooperation will help to disclese suck regularities
of bird mipration which will make it possible to predict them
more sccurately and before Jonger time.
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