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i ' Le  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  t . , e  BLack -h€aded  gu l l ( La rus  ! i d ibundus  L . )  i n  B€1g iun .

by I'i. LOUETIE

' i .  r . nong  spec ies  respons ib l€  fo r  b l rd -s t r l ke  l n  Be l81ud(BAI ' -da ta )  t he

lIac,(-hesoeo .,I  I  (!g$lgj l l l4lgg!) occupies the socond plsce' 1n-

ned ia ieLy  s f te r  l r i e  do rnes t i c  P igeon .  l " i o reov€ ! ,  na !1y  dead  b lack -headed

5u l l . s  a re  foLnd  nea r  the  run rays  (e .8 .  a t  Zaven t  en -Bru  s  6e l  s  Na t i ona l

a i rpo r t ) .  Th i s  i s  no t  su rp r i s i nG because  the  sPec les  l s  P iesen t  i n  l a rge

rumbers al l  over lhe Jear. I t  represlnts Eore than 90 )L of al1 ihe ! lggB9,

. cc , r i ng  i n  t he  i n lend  o f  86181u l ! .  t hese  gu l l s  a re  ve ry  g rebs r ious  &nd

their increasin€j sdaptation to tho nsn-l laalr snvironident s€elos to be the

reason  o t  a  spec tacu la r  i nc rease  i n  nunber  du r ing  the  Ias t  decades .  I t

i s  r l e l l - ' l no rn  tha t  i j uL l s  a re  f l y i na  s lov l J  an l l  a re  no t  a f ra id  o f  a l r c ra f t '

a .  Th i s  i nves t tga t i . on  ou t l i ne6  the  haza fdous  k ind  o f  ! h l6  spec i€E  by  desc r i -

b ing  the l r  d l s t l i b r . r t l on  and  behav iou r .

A l i hough  Bany  no tes  on  Su I I -p r€s€nce  ox l s iad  1n  l l t t e ra tu re ,  ( s  I i s t  o f

consuL ted  papers  i og i the r  Y i th  the  de ta l I 6d  re6u l t s  1111  be  Inc luded  i n to

ihe  p ioceed inJs )  t he  desc r ip t l on  o f  Bove iden ts  and  th€  p rcps ra t i on  o f  n raps

becane rouch more easy b€cause pernanani observatlona rare nade by ,0 sta-

t ions (meteo and t el ec oE&u nl ca t i  on ) i i i6tf lbstc4 al l  over the country. Those

obser "va t i on6  a re  oade  exc lus l ve l y  f o r  b l rd_Gt r l ka  p rob laBs i  t he l r  o rgan i -

zstion uas dlscussod ln rrProgle6s Ropoat fron Bel8luEtr at the 6ih l4eetlng

of B.s.c.E. Ihe black-head€d Sull  ras tho oo6t ob6erved specles (26 "r of

total nuBber -feb. to au8. 1971). ot coui 'Ee' this f iSur€ does not glv€ the

p ropor t i on  o f  gu l1s  l n  t he  Ee lg lan  av j . f suna '  bu t  8 l vcs  a  Sood  1d€a  o f  t he l r

va6 rancy  o

Ja In the breeding p€rlod (a!r i1 - iune) - 6ee l lap 1 - actuatly 6oide 4o'o00

pa i r s  a re  p resen t '  i nc lL la l l ng  the  l a rges t  co lony  1D Euro !e  r i t h  ove r  20 '000

pa l r s  end  6oDe  co lon les  j us !  ove f  t he  Du tch  bo rde r .  Bu t  t he  co lon ies  a re

c i . s t r i bu ted  on l . J  s i t h in  a  1O , ;po r t i on  o f  t he  coun t r y  ( t he  ou the rEos t

l iorthern part). Tha foraSlod-area occupl€6 soroe 10 i Eore of the terrl tory'

I eed ing - f I lBh ts  occu r  €ve r l r vhe re  In  th l s  sec to r '  t he  dens i t y  ho reve r  i s

l nc reas ing  nea r  i npo r ta t t  co1on1e6 ;  o f ten  thc  b i rdg  f1y  i s thc r  h i6h  b \ r t

on l y  i n  I i  t t l e  f 1ock6 .

b Fron june onrards - see nap 2 - tne young birds leave thcir colorrJ moving

p . tnc ipa l l y  l n  a  N .  t o  U . -d l roc t i on  ( to  the  coas t  o f  t he  Nor th -Sea)  and  i n

soal1 nuobels also to the Rhlno ba61n. Th€ adult bl 'rds lditrate later on

rdovinE touarda the North Sea and afterYards E6lnly to th' vinterinE pLecds

at the F.ench anal spanish Atlantic coast. thBy rl '11 8t 'aduatly be replsced

by l iorthern populatlons (Balt lc area) as to reach a r lntar nuober(noveober)

o f  +  15o .ooo  b l rds .



J o  i n  A u  i . i i n r .  a  i . . e  : i l a  r ; r ' , : r i  i t  i - , l a , r r - l r e e d e d  g u - L L s  c a n  b e  r b s e r v e d '  b u t

alnosl , '  e) |c: l rs ir ie! j  \ t ,  l r i ]e- coes"a- ' r  & t l r€ Loltrer-Scheldt area.

c  A  l i r s r L r a l  s l , i i ' i ,  i . r  b e n s . ; i o 1  r  ( r f  i , ' r e  u 1 ! r ! e r "  p o p u l s t l o n  o c c u r s  u r , t j l  j a n u -

ar-n".  Ihe birds &r€ sr i i r r '_,  nair lJ fgei l r ig in sB&1l io mediun-slzed gioup6

on re_" t ! ' rsslar,d air ;  r  ar ' ie8:e d" i l rps ( i , r  t la ) io l ' therr l  third of thc country) i

in r i .1-vir , ler -  rec ,raf  J -  +-nel/  ienal to becor0e ,raie gregarious anai alpoar

main- lr '  in is.ce l4rnsr fol l r )1/1nd cenalc axcl  r lvea-sy6teo6 es guldlng*I inaa.

Irrubeis are &srlmsf i i id End s alre16(Jlype diur lrEl  f l ight-pattarn i5 adolted.

rach iar- : i€- iavn !ol ! iar icr i  I ia6 i l ,s crr i ,  r ( ' rost lni l  I lace3 ( lakes) at about

) O  ] . : a s "  i s 6 r e i i n e s  r j r  1 , .  ' i )  k r n $ . )  d i 3 r : 6 n c e ,

T h e !  m o v e . f i e r  i r L  l a r ' ! F r  l l : o . i 6 .  R e E u l a r  r o u r e s  a f e  r E e c r  i i r  o n e  d i r € c t l o n

b e f o r €  r r o o - - ,  a n d  i n  r l j 6  o i h + r  a i o u n d  d s r i i i r  I n  s o n e  c a s e s ,  h o y e v e r ,  1 t  i s

sl lst ject€d 1,nat t ,he tunrning ar i  e1'err in, , :  rout€s are not +"he 6amer or at least

i n a i  i b e  i r s t t e r n  r f  l L i g i L ! i  ( d r e a n  r t r n b e r  c f  l l o c d s ) < i i f f e r - a .  T h i s  t y p e  o f

. r o v e D e n !  1 s  o n l j  c h s r i [ , 2 d  i ] r  1 6 : i o d s  o i  i i 6 a v J  : r o s + - t  u h e n  t h e  g u l l s  I 6 a v e

t . h e i !  r c o s t s  e 1  + , t i e  - L s k e 6 .

I t  i s  i h o u 6 h t  i h s i r  a l t h o u q h  i i r €  e t u 1 1 s d 1  n o t : o l l o t i  e x c l u 6 i i r e l y  l i v e t o r t i -

rou' tosr b!ghEeys and esleclsl l ; ,  a lr 'po!t- iarrrac6 can be favour"edr oapGci-

a l i J  i . n  B e t  c o n d i i i . j : ; s  & r . !  r a )  6 e r v e  E s  a n  ' t i n r . I + . I i t i o n "  o J  I a k e s  o r  r l v o ! s .

d  F l o r  

 

. a r e h  o n s s r i s  -  c e e  l n a p  4  -  t h e  i n v € r s e  m l J r a l l o n  1 s  o c c u l l n g ,  b r l n -

i in i j  h&ck 'Lhe sutnrLar populat iol1 ' , . r  ihe breedln€: groundsi the Sprlng arr l -

va]s te^d to p&rs r iui . . rkei  i i ia lL those in AuiuBn. Prlor t ,o t i r€ occupat lon

o f  t h e  c o l r n r /  6  d 1 s p € r s i o n - p h a r e  j s  C e t e c t e d  l n  v h i c h  b l a d s  s e e e  t o  s s a r c h

for .rel ,  breedi l tB pfaces, Cpuses may be r ovo-.populet ion of exist ing colo-

nies or d: j .saDlr€ar&i l .e oi  c l .d brsedi i rs DlF,c€$.

I !  1, l , is per ioc t t r l9 black-hesdeC dul l  is abserv€d rnore rruoerousl.y 1n the

C€ntre1 and l ]or.r t [s l . : ,  reg:.ons cf  Dei i ] i lo LLar i r ,  sny c, ihor sea6on, and

i h e s e  f . i i . E n i , s  i n q o i v e  r d o r * o v e r a " I s r _  g r e . L . r  i i s , .  I o r  a i r c r a f t r  ( r e l a t l v €

to .runbers) becausa of t ,he higr€r.  s i t i r i l . l *s $hlch ara us6cl"

A l t e r  o c c u p a t l . L  o i  t . h B  b r e e d l r r g  g r - " , r : s  b , '  i f e  a i u l t s ,  o n l y  t h e  s e c o n d

Jea. blrd6 are uanderlnr '  sr 'our ' i l  in the . .ssta1 arC 1o!,er:-Be1gluDi ares.

4 . O b v i o L s l J ,  a  d r e a i  B d ! € r o i a g e  o l  o r r l ] L : i € r v s t j . . i r  n o t v , - . i l -  l s  t o  p o i n t  o u t

ihe pr 'esence of { ,"r :11; ! i  Bir tcr ' ls (cf  i1. j ' r r_ s€ +,he neteo-posts of al l  Bejor

alrFor1ts ar:e incl . i jCecl,  ;one aj .Foris,  xo$e_rer si luated in a f isB6pectedf

a r e s ,  i r r o v e d  n o i  i r o  c c n N a i r  l a r i t e  q r a i . i i i i e . j  o i  j u 1 1 s ,  b e c s u a e  o f  a  l o c a -

t i o n  " L s i  t ) e s i d €  t h e  J e s r o r i s  s l n i e r ' r o . : t e s n .  s o a e  o l b e r s  d l d !  a E  v a a  t h e

csse for lLe .oaste.L alrprr ' ts arrd 1,* ie f la jcr i :1 iand onos I  D6u! 'ne ( iAdtYerp-

po; 'ulat ioir*)  and especial lJ za"rdnteB (! 'Er 'us6eis-Fopr. lat l .o. , t i )  -  see e&p 5.
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The lai : t  c.r$c see|Ia ] , ,  ;e Lr1 tar t l ie mo€t iEporlgnt,
thar:  10.00t i  gr i i . l r  cros$ i i ,e : .uf iesys tr tce (?) a daJ
narirh.  Tie si :por: i  is s i tuate{ i  sxect]J on ihe 20 } im
f : o  i i - e  r c c s t l n i  p i g . e  ! c  + , 1 1 e  c e n t e r  o l  t h e  o l t y  _
,res a1r 'ea.rJ sus!e:r . i . r ld be.:auee cf the nu&b€rs c, f  alead

fo! Bany of the Eore

fron novetober unti l

Iong I in6 r '6ach1nE

eeo  nap  6 .  Th l6  fac t

8u l l 6  f ound  ( see  
!  1 ) .

i .  I !  is stsr,cd t l r&ir  i ie i iacr:-headed $uj l1 sui is paft icular lJ|  ,c l l  for etholo_
: i c a l  s t . r d l e s  c s  1 , c  p : ^ e d l c t  i t 6  m o v e & e n t s o
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D i s i ! i b u l i o t r  i  L a r - i . F  r i d i b u r { i u s  L .

l , i  t e r 3 i u  f 6  c o n s u l t e d .

C o n r a i s s i e  v a r ,  C e  B e i g ! s c h e  A v i f a u n e  - 1 9 6 7  :  A v i f a u n a  v a n  E e l g l E .

De ciervalk ,f )/4, 165 - 465.

CuJpers  J .  1956 De  b roedv .g€ l s  van  l i e ren ia l s  en  oeg€v ing ,

De  G ie rva l  k  E ,  25J  -  296  "
voge l l sven  op  . t e  snopkensv l j ve r  i n  1962 .

De  Be ig !sche  Na tuu r -  en  voge  l  r sge rva  ten ,  64  -  68 '

Voge l l . ev€n  op  d .e  She lken6v i j ve r  en  de  he lde  1n  1969 .

De  B€ lg i sche  I , l s i uu r -  en  Voge l rese i va ien ,  ?0  -  B '1 .

I l i ve rnage  su r  l s  Meuse  L iegeo ise .

i v e s  1  b u ] "  1 ,  2 1  -

:  lne t louGtte a6lanocephsle i  Zesbrugge.

A v € s  ' 1  b u ; ; i ,  1 t  1 )  -  1 6 .

l n v e n t a r i s  d e r  v a t e r v o g E l s  v a D

De Oiervalk 2D 4, 41' l  -  46e.

R a p p o  1 9 ? O  r  ; a  m o u e t t e  r i e u s e

D e v i  1 1 e  r  s  P . ' 1 9 6 4

F r q . . r v  u  r  o ^ n

Cros jean  G .  e t  A .

I ] i g l  e r  L . ' 1 9 5 2 :

Hu1'skens G. 1964 |

[ enp  P ,  ' 960

.196.!

19€,9

D e n a r e t . , i . ' 1 9 6 4

Ie f  L .  ' 1961  :

Pour to i s  A .  &

de  l {e teva l l e i .

dan6  I t es t  d€  1a  p rov idco  de  L id3e .

[es t61oo t  E .  1956

Aves  ?  bu l .  2 ,  4 t+  -  , 2 .

De  census ' ra  

 

d€  kok leeuv  i !  Neder land ,  Be1g i6  en  Luxo lobu rg  i n  1951 .

Linosa J.2, 26c - 255,

De  vogEI€  van  de  Ka ln thou t6e  he ide .

I re  Be lg i sche  i l s i uu r -  en  voge l r ' €se rva ien  ,  7a  -  1o4"

De Hai€rvogels van her l laa6dal in h€t B€lgi6ch-l lederlands 8r€ns8e-

bi.e{i bi j  }{eas!rj .cht.

D e  G i € r v a l k  , p 1 ,  + 9  -  6 5 "

:  Ov6 r  de  schohEe l i ngen  i n  ona€  av l feuna  toe  te  sch r i j ven  aan  b io -

to6p$1 ,1z  i g i rge r r  €n  s tadsu i  t b re ld ing .

D€  Gte rvs l k  46  1 ,  ?5 -94 .
Landeua ld  JEnEsen  1959  :  B i j d rag€  toN  de  av i fauna  van  L iobu rg .

D€ ciervalk 49 1, 6? - ' f4.

J , i ppens  L .  1970 :  No ie  su r  Les  La r idos  du  Z$ i  i  Knokke -6u r -ne ! ,

D€  G le : - va l r .  60  ,  . 5  -  40 .

Haeb€ J. & van d€r. Vloet ". afre , De avi iauna v€n hei verdronken land van saaft inge.

Da  G ie rva l k  44 .  1 ,  151  -  19A"

In f i u€nce  de  1a  !6cbe resse  su r  l es  co lon le6  de  noue t tes  r i euse6 .

De  G ie rva l k  51

Vanroy  J .  &  T r i co t

Avec  ?  bu ] .  2 ,

J ,

'J

i 2  -  . 8 .

1970 : chronique ornithol.oglqu6 B. -1966.
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l l a t l e : . i ons  su r  l es  e f i ec i i f s  de6  La r id6s  n i - cheu rs  d tA l l e&agns ,

B€lgj ique! tr 'rance, crend-duch6 de Luxelnbourg et. Ho1lande.

l \ , es  6  b r l .  J -4 ,  104  -  ' a0

l i € -E ; r se f l ex i s  d 'o i seaux  d rea r r  en  I {au te  e t  Moyenne  Bo lB j .que .

! - res  2  bu i .  -  6 -EB.
R a ; - ! e . 1 .  &  - R u ' , r e i  i .  1 9 6 0  j  a r n t r i b u i i o n  j .  l i 6 i u d e  d € s  f t i g r a t i o n s  e t  d e  t r h l . v e r n a 8 e

d € s  o i s e a u d  d . e a u  d a n s  i e  c e n t r e  d u  L i l d b o t l r g .

D e  G i e r v a l k  : 9 ,  2 ,  2 5 5 - 2 3 ? .
l loggenar : i .  -1970 :  The nr igrai ion ot Lar,Js r idibundus r i nged  as  ch i ck  i !  t h€  [o r th

o f  B e l 6 i u n .

D e  Q j . e r v a l k  6 A ,  7 , / 4 ,  J A ^ ,  -  t A 1 .
b u e t o n s  r { .  ' 9 5 9  :  v o g e l i e v e n  o !  d e  r ' 8 1 a n k a a . t , , ,  i 9 5 g .

D e  B e l g i . s c h e  N a t u u r -  e n  V o g e l r e s e r v a t e n ,  5 A  -  5 2 .

1956 :  l . lof  staCe, de , .{aiervogels . . ran een binnen6eer.

D e  6 1 € r . v a i k  1 " 4 .  i ,  . , C a  -  1 ? A .

196-,  " .  Het xeEervaat te i lofstal ie ln 196.1,

D e  B € l 6 i s c h e  N a t u u r -  e n  v . g e 1 r  e s e r v a t e n  ,  j 1 6  -  j j \ .

S u e t e r s  r .  &  V a n  d e n  S t E e ! :  t i .  . 9 5 ' 1  :  D e  a r i f a u n a , r e x  d o  B l a e k n a n p o l d e r .

D e  G i e r v a t k  6 1  2 ,  1 a ' l  -  1 Z + .

V a n r o J  , J "  &  P i a z z a  M .  &  t r i c o t  J .  1 9 5 ?  i  C h r o . i q u e  o i . n i t h o l o g i q u e  ? .

A v e s  4  b u 1 .  5 - 6 ,  1 J 6  -  1 6 3 .

V e r h e J  e r !  i .  ' 1 9 5 ?  :  0 v e r  d €  1 , s . o - l t n i c o l a e  a 1 s  b f o e d v o g e l s  i . n  B e I g l E .

De Gi* rva lk  !L ,  1 ,  5?  -  14 ,
I J i l : e  l l .  1 9 5 i  :  V o g € l r i j k A o n  v a x  d e  k . e k o .  t e  A s s e n e d e .
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