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INTRODUCTION

Geneva airport is localed about 4 km away, as the crow i ies. from Lake of Gencva.
Nurnerous species oi  brds l ive n ths area and watchlng them s aways a wonder.
But we nrust add that we very rruch prefer to see them as tar as possib e away frorn
oLrr 39CC rnetefs ccncrele runrvav On which sorfie 345 alraraft mcverents aT,.
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AG 8] qU LIUELL IAEA S U R E S

:j ' rce lhe : ievenl os, the A rpcn Aulhonty has deve oppid var ous r,e;:: t ,  - !  to : jet up
an efirc ent cci tio in oiier lc ore,/enl bird sir Kes.
As lai e5 iand under cLrt ivation is cand lntensity concerrred, growtfg air icals s not
:r r.:'"!ed for is lhe !se of organ c dung wjth straw and liquid manure.
Grass is cut k_ice or three tmes a yeat, down to 12,20 cm, according to the
fecamn endalion of the S!"/'ss Federa Otfice for Clvil Aviauon IFOCA]
Reguary a specallst - what we cal n French taupier (moe-catcher) inspects the
g  a  c  a -aa  o ' r re  a  po l  o_d  uoos  an , ras  ; l e  n_o les .  r ' ( e .  . l L .  l n :  . . - - s ,  dJ l y
lavorle menu of buzzards and herons.

ACTIVE CONTROL MEASURLS

Constant brrd watch ng and chasing are parl of the duties devolved upon the Apron-
Tower stafJ tooether wilh lollow me caTS oersonne.
ln the past yedrs. convent onal eq,J Dments were used l lke loLrd speakers rnstal led oniFe Oo.O'd .o o/r ' .nF cdr. t-dt rrrntrg wtt,t  a ponaole .ape rFcordo.. q . l  d s(-ess
c  ) ,5  a r  r / p  ds  ̂ i r ' r  p , ' o r ' . . 1 r r - \  r Lp  b  r scaJ ,ng  cd ' r ' r og .s  S r ' e l : . a ( re  t ,  _  Lo ' ro^ t
barre oistols.

Coming now to the Ltnp easant measures. we have to rrenlion that exceplionally, from
trme to time, we are cor.peled lo shoor gulls, but only in case of necessrty. In those
cases specia ists from the Geneva Fauna and Forest Departement corne to the airport
and catch or shootthe undesrrab e birds.

RADIO.CONTBOLLED BIBD DEFENSE SYSTEM

18 months ago, Geneva airport has been eqLripped with a controied bird defence
system developed by STEFFAN Gmbh in Dexheim, Germany.
It consists ot a centrai ransrnitting statjon and, according to the airfleld's stze, of a
varable number of sound generators which can be operated lndependently or in
groups: each sound generator has iour prpes producng a four lold bang (quatro-
bang). Th s device is operated by a ground traffic conlro ler al the transmiller, srtuated



in oLrr APRON TOWLR. Whec birds a-e app'oaching or have al 'eady alghled or lhe
ai ' f ie lo l l 'e Indiv oLal sould gele-dtor or t l 'e grouo of soLrd gcrerators placed 1
sJcr a wav as to cover slrateg c posl l iors on tFe aidie d is re 'ased by p lsh bLron
40 opreraiors l^ave bper 

' 's:a 
ed. 20 01 each sidp o' l \e co'c"te rLnwar'  €t  a

.iisr;nce ol 75 rreters frol.'l tce ce lle' ;4e ano ea _l_ .ril oe 1l 200 re ers aoad -on

the next.
i t  "  Comoacr t .  ts are equi[ed wi l l -  specid. lo.g_ 'e . iccL_rJlalo 's e_ergiTed bv a
sotar oane, a1d eaLi ' l  o ' the 'oL'  f iFing cl_amoers a e p- 'dFd , ih aceh erP g'
bottlei fiiied in piasiic containers in the ground.

The advantagel we can operate exacly where and wlen lve want, as long as \!e

Ett'ciencv ls oplimurn as birds cannot gel used to lhe device because of the f ex b e
o o e r a l  1 6  l i m e s  a 1 o  o t  : l - e  ' 1 r q r  / ' l e '  L  e  " ' L n o ' r l e ' ] q  l l ' s  r ! - c  -  I ' : o '  2 5  \ L  e s  r c r
s ! c o ' ' ) o I o 2 . 5 c l c o s ; e r s p c o r c  5 . - _ C  } Q " s .  n l p , e l o l  ) C " l o .  a t a 0 5 a r _ '  '

10 meters, is 120 db.

FUTUBE MEASURES

I ooerhe'  wt^ orrer Srr '  ss alpon aJl l -ol  I  es ZLttan'at e c o e _ *e oe eve l l -ot  t*e
farmers '1 tre rmrneo ale v.cr ' ry ol  l_e a'Do.1 sr lLd Le bel lo '  in ' - ' red "o " ' 'o
know w']at  crops cac sdwr lhe brd ' l ' ie p oblp- 11 oroar to I  rcor-aEe cu-
comPan ons the b rds.

we l-  _- t^dr bi-4 oelel 'e:ys'er s croLld ' lo l  r . lv oa sFt .p o. l  l f '  g o-_d '  rd/
s a v  A i c I " i  s ' ' ] o r l o  a 5 0  r i o s s o y  o ' e o J p o ' d  w i l h  s ' r e  s , g l e _ ' l  ' \ l l L t  ' ! o  d
re nfcrce the actualmeasures.

f o r  r h a l  - e o s o 1  \ ^ e  a r e ' L l l \  s L p p o l c q  s l u o o  d r o  l F c l s  d o  ' a  o r  S r r : ' l -  D C  '
Cacraa R S'Ll  fE^.J,  '1 oro'r  'o bL,rd up a a'w eo Ioro, l l  -s o J^ cpl(a c ora ro
c . l ; r  t ' l e  b ' d s  a d < n l , o n  J ' o  q r v i r ' q  l l o . d t i o r  a r  d r l c l - : _ ; _  I  L e p d  c l  s l J r  . o  o '
lhe aircrait.

Ths svstem cal led ABC-I qht iAntr-Bird {rr i  is;c.  LOht) co: 'srsts of t !" /o svobe gtts

rnoLrniec approxiral€,r  a '25 m:I trs ac:r l  ln i r 'ar r t r  'aa i ' l  l  : : . 'aclo '  rrrorr l"al  crr
D  i  l l s  C P  : C  l  - , . .  -  :  '  - O ^ O r  : l e ' -

, r r  e r i o ,  a n  ;  c .  . . "  2  U  I  i i . - :  J  :

aso us 'eo for  fe  ap[ j raad]  ara . - l : r r '1 .  l i l :  i :a : . r - .  . - r  ' -  i i  r  ' rs i r  s  T- ' j -c ' r '

showrno a speed rec lua 'cn.
S , S s d .  r s  . ( . . .  l e o  _  t _  '  '  l -  l  : d  )  " '

i u t u r e , i n o r d e r 1 o : e e . r c r a a l , L L l v n a i  r ' : : r r i : , i , r i 3 (  . r i : : i - i l  ' :  i i i i q s  l r a v e  s l i \ ! ^

drflng test flighls

CONCLUSION

lwoLrd not lke to ccncjude without thanLng ai l  the organ:ers oi ths 20th BIRD
S I RIKE COI\4[,4|TTEE fUROPF lor l5e I e"ons '  o-epon lg : l  s ' ]p' trrq aro a ow ng
JS rO erchanqF our e.pererces Let -e oace aqar l- ' 'de_ re Fow I poTant l  s:r-
coope'ale In ia'-no.]y wt' l  NaILre ar o oLr oear lr erds Ihe Bird9

J. Fritz


